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CURRENT TOl'ICS.

Mr. W. 1). Hkwet.i.s has taken Iho
"Old Manso" at Concord for the sum-mo-

TnE empress of Austria, visiting
Heidelberg, is attundud by a suilo of
sixty persona.

Stanley Hrs-reu- , antlior of the
humorous "Spoopcndyk Tapers," is
dying of Hrighl's disease.

ClimsTiNB Nii.sson has recoivod
fora King Alfonso a cross of the Order
of Bcnciiccnco, founded by liis itiothor.

TllK llothsohihi family history is
being written by a Paris author upon
the request of the English branch of
tho house.

The Empress Eugenie has written
a book upon tho various recollections
of her life, which will be issued almost
immediate! v.

Dll. Kiikiikiii.k, of Strasburg, is said
to have received a feeot ji)t,OOI) francs
from a Spanish prineosi whom hu pro-

fessionally attended.

A oi.rn-ihirs- to be known as "Tho
Ship," owned and controlled by Paul
Boynton, the nautical exoert, will soon
bo opened in New York.

Snt IIkniiv PoNso.Niir, privaio secre-
tary to Queen Victoria, has written a
letter autlioritively denying that mem-

bers of the royal family are believers
in Spiritualism.

Kkpukskntativk IIwopk, of New
York, is going to California for a six
woeks1 visit, I i attend tin marriage of
Ids eldest sou to a young lady of San
Francisco.

fiKoiicK Pi'.mirro, son of the United
States consul at Lyons, has con-

tributed a portrait of Cardinal Manning
to a Paris art exhibition, which is very
higly praised.

(Ji:kks Vk tiikia lias a mania for
colluding relies of engagements in
war. Among others she has, mounted
in crystal and silver, Iho musket-bal- l

that ended the career id Nelson.

TllK son of Eiiwiu Cowles, editor of
Thr Ulcvclaml Lemlr, has become in-

sane. The young man is a gradualo
of Cornell university, ami has latterly
been doing reporlorial work for The
Leader.

M. iik (Jr.. tiikpaiiks stated recently
at a meeting of the Academic des
Sciences that in SoneL'ambia Iho inoc-

ulation of cattle against pleura pneu-
monia and small pox hail been prae
ticed for centuries.

On his return to this country Mon-cur- o

1). Conway proposes to take up
his resilience in Washington, wheru
ho was actually proscribed three years
before the civil war for preaching rad-
ical political sermons.

Thomas Wkniwoktii lli'iniNs livos
in n curious house near Cambridge.
Tito hall is taken from an old family
mansion in Portsmouth, ami many of
tho old features of the building are
from ancient New England dwollings.

Mr. IIkniiv James has written a let-

ter, in which ho says he is grieved
that any one should suppose that his
Miss llirdseyo in tho "liostonians"
was a portrait of Miss Peabody, as
that lady Is one of his oldest anil
dearest friends.

The venerable and benevolent
banker, W. W. Corcoran, of Waslung-to-

has so far recovered his good
health as lo be able to receivo and
make social visits, and ho is nn occa-

sional caller on the ladies at tho
white house.

The inhabitants of St. Petersburg
consider themselves fortunate in hav-

ing had an average winter death rate
of only :w por 1,001) of population. In
London, where the rate has been re-

cently 10.5, this would bo thought epi-

demic. The usual rate for tho Russian
capital is 40 to 45.

IInitE is a quaint bit of theCarlyloan
humor which Sir Henry Taylor has
treasured up- - "It is true," ho said,
after rocoiintingCroinwcll's successes,
"Ihoy got him out of his gravo at tho
restoration and they stuck his bead
up over tho gate nt Tyburn, but not
till ho had quite dono with it."

The (ion. Cordon memorial fund
now roaches $30,000, most of which
has been subscribed by liberals. "Tho
conservatives," says The London Truth,
"explain in numerous letters to tho
public prints that thoy must dcelino
to givo anything as long as Mr.
(iladstono is on Iho coiniuittoo the
humbugs!"

Mus. Ulaine has taken tho entire
oliargo of her daughter's child sinco
its birth, lie Is now In short drosses
and has ororcomo the ailments of his
Iir3t year. Lieut, and Mrs Copplngor
nro located nt Fort Assinaboino, in
Montana, and Mrs. Maine, while

herself to tiro child, is much
worried oonnoruing Its parouts In the

west.

Several years ago (ion. Grant ut-

tered theso earnest words about tho
bible: "Hold fast to tho biblo as tho
shoot-anch- of your liberties; write
its procopts on your heart, and prao-tio- e

thorn In your livos. To the Inllu-enc- o

of this book wo aro indebted for
the progress mnilo in the true civili-

zation, and to tills wo look as our
guido in the future."

TllK Bulletin lie I' Association Seien.

tifique roports 4,001) deaths from light-

ning stroke In Franco botwoon the
years 1835 and 18G4. About twice tho
number wore soriously wounded, and
fivo timos as many woro struck. Tho
hot years wore tho most Intnl. Since
1864 there has boon no doath from
lightning in tho dopartruout of the
,6oine.

APRIL.

IIo loft the rain of April's tearful month
That cornea, nilil kIciuhs of aiuishhic and

warm lirreze.
Falllnir In gracious haste, from out the clouds

Dripping from roof-liv-e nattering the
eaves.

I alt down at my cuspiiii nt, anil look forth
Upon the weeping earth, with full content

Such glorious promise ilnlh cueh raindrop'-
8ueh sure fultlhnent hath the auushln1! lent.

I clnpp my eyes, act! visions fair npe ir
Of odorous apple tilooni ami violets hhie,

Ami woodland haunts ami rlppllinj
hronk,

Ami spicy south wind slirldnt; gently tlimueji.
The sun ('merges from a Imnk ef clou, Is,

The dewdrops sparl.li', like the iliamoml's
ray.

Ami In! the voice of singing bird Is heard
Trilling lis turn-ru- praises, soft ami guy;

Antl I, loo, liatl Ihe resurreeil hi lime
The r,liul awakening from the tliui'l divine.

M'try A'. .Ve7', in Ttie lurmit.
u.7)kTiabT

Sho could not help it. poor little
Cecil, though yoiingaml
the tears would come unhidden and
uiicoiitrolabty, and as more distant
grow each I urn of t ho carriage wheels
creaking over the frozen snow; bearing
her aunt and her two cousins to the
charity ball, a fancy dress affair, morn
profuso became, Cecil's tears, and
heart-broke- n her sobs, for they had
left her behind alone witli nobody but
tho servants and Aunt Aphrodite, a
cripple, but the only one in the great
gray stone mansion who ever thought
of her youth and her great lunging for
a bit of enjoyment, but sho was by
naturo sympathetic and had been
young once herself.

As tho sound of the carriage wheels
was lost amid tho tumult of the noisy
street, a sol) louder than tin- - rest, a
sob in which her entire grief seemed
to bo concentrated, awoke Aunt
Aphrodite from a deep slumber, ami
sho sat bolt upright in her chair and
rubbed her eyes in a dazed sort of
way until they fell upon Cecil's bowed
head. "Why, dear me, Cecil," Aunt
Aphrodite said, "I hail such a Icrriblo
dream, hut it must have been your cry-
ing, but it is too bad." Her voice
growing tender and full of syn pathy.
"It Is all nonsense and selfishness that
Maria and tiie girls didn't take you
along. Your cousins both deserve lo
mnrry poor men, and then wonder iiotv
they would liko to lie denied pleasure,
ami nil that money will bring, though
goodness knows both aro transient
enough."

"Hut, Aunt Aphrodite, I am sure
they did not know how much I wanted
to go."

"Fiddlesticks, Cecil, they did know,
only they want tho best iho market
affords for themselves, they have no
fancy for a rival, and one produced by
their own father's house. Hut see
hero, child," .she said, as if a sudden
idea bad struck her, "1 bought a ticket
just for sweet charity's sake, and if I
did not fear I be consequences, or that
something might happen to you, I
would say, take it, buy a mask and go
and danco to your hearts content. Hut
of course when they unmasked vou
would be obliged to maku your adieu
liko Cinderella in tho fairy tale."
Cecil sprang up, nil vistago of sobs
dying out of hor voice as sho clasped
her hands together, "go to tho charity
ball, Aunt Aphrodite," she said ex-
citedly. "Aro you reallv in earnest?"
Then sho fell back again a dejected
little droop of the head and shoulders.

"You are too kind, Aunt Aphroilito,"
Cecil said. "Hut it is lo be a fancy
dress bull ami I have no costume, not
even a garment that would represent
a domino, unless it is Undo Padding-ton'- s

rain gossomer."
Aunt Aphroilito was silent for a mo-

ment, "I didn't lliink of that," she re-

turned, "but, nh! I have it, givo mo
my cane, dear, and bring a light, and
then givoinoyour arm to the garret.
You shall lie mado as fair as any maid-
en who will grace tho floor, but you
must promise mo solemnly, never to
tell."

"Aunt Aphroilito," said Cecil, wilh
a suspicion of scorn in her young
voice, "liavo I ever betrayed any of
your conlidenco by cither word or
look?"

"No my dear," Aunt Aphroilito re-

turned smiling, "but this is most
especially a profound socret."

"Of course, Aunt Aphrodite," Cecil
replied, "conspirators seldom betray
each other."

Up tho three flight of stairs went
Cecil and her aunt to the garret, t fiat
great reccptieal for queer looking
chests and boxes containing treasures,
perhaps, and discarded clothes, rich,
but made worthless by Ihe stamp of
fashion of past years. Aunt Aphro-
ilito feeling tho sensation id pleasure
in Ihe possibility of making hor niece
happv as keenly ns did Cecil in tho
anticipation of the joy in store for her.

"Of course if Maria should ever dis-
cover that 1 had been the means of
your attending tho charily ball, she
would never cease reproaching mo for
my folly mid accuse me ol giving you
tho lirst start upon tho road to

bull do hate to see young
people deprived of pleasures which in
aflor years are sure lo loose somo of
their charms."

As Cecil turned the knob of the at-
tic door, it creaked solemnly upon its
hinges as it opened, making the llamu
of the small lamp Hare, then go quite
out. Hut it was soon lighted again,
and when ouco within tho gloom of
theso upper rooms the dim light of
tho lamp seemed to make the darkness
even nioro appalling. Aunt Aphroilito
walked directly into the second room
and knolt down beforo a largo d

oak chest, ono in which Cecil
thought young Lovol's hapless brido
might have hiddenon that fatal Christ-
mas. As the key turned hard in the
rusty lock and the groat lid with a
sort of groan slowly opened, Cecil
closed hor oyes and for a moment held
her breath. Young and eager for
pleasure as she was, tho incidiious
odor of musk that suddenly pervadod
Iho room and settled like a pall about
her, mado her shiver ami feel almost
ns if she must see the pale face of tho
bride of long ago, still arrayed in hor
nuptial robes, rise from tho dark re-

cess of Ihe old oak chest. Tho mo-

ment she stood I hero was brief enough,
but the imaginings of (bat Hooting
timo wore engraved upon her memory,
there to remain luclfacihlo though she
lived to be ns old as Melliusela, when
other Impressions wero blotted out by
the strange happenings of time.

Meanwhile Aunt Aphroilito had
drawn from the chest a dross of filmy
whito I aoo of a line intricate pattern,
a scarlot satin bnddieo .whose graceful
curves might have been mado to lit tho
slight simplo form of Cocil herself, a
dainty pair of whito slippers, and last
of all a jowol caso in whoso volvot-lin-in- g

lay jowels that nny princess might
wear.

Hut Cecil laughod her old, careless,
happy laugh half an hour lator as.
standing boforo the long mirror sho
saw looking back at her a strangoly
beautiful Imnge resembling herself,
till unlikn llw l.nir. fr l.rl, I n.l Klt'n

girl who had stood niuto with surpriso

and abated breath, during the resur-
recting of those articles which had
transformed her into a vision of love-
liness.

"Do you see the dewdrops lying in
tho heart of those blossoms?" Aunt
Aphroilito said, taking a long spray of
white blossoms from among Ihe jewels.
"Each dewdrop is a diamond. You
must bo very careful with them; I
should so hate to lose one, and this
flower is alilllo loose, but 1 will fasten
it securely in your hair. Hero is your
fan and wrapaml tho carriage is wait-
ing nt the door."

"It is just like the fairy tale of Cin-
derella, Aunt Aphrodite!" Cecil said,
pausing for a eminent upon the stone
steps, "and you are my good, fairy
godmother; only, I don't bebovo poor
Cinderella was half as happy as I for
after the ball she had nothing but cin-
ders to return to, that is, if tho Princn
hail not found the slipper."

Cecil clasped her small gloved hands
together in an exlacy of bliss as sho
felt herself being borno away to tiiat
scene pictured but feebly in her imagi-
native mind. What nuisic the croak-
ing ol Hie wheels was lo her ears now
she loo was reeeeding with tho soui.d
as they roolcd away from tho silent
house which had lint half an hour be-
fore held her a prisoner.

Hail sho not sobbed convulsively and
thought tho world as black as thoatar-les- s

pall without, and everyone as
unkind, ah! so unkind to her. Yet
now those sobs were forgotten, and tho
blackness had given away lo light;
anil if any one had been unkind slut
hail been compensated for all, in Ihe
twofold goodness and sympathy of
Aunt Aphrodite. So runs the world;. so
together are ever woven tho sunbeams
and shadows of life. So true it is

"l,aui:h and the world laughs Willi you,
Weep awil yull Weep alone."

As tho carriage ncared the great
amusement hall and the cold shivers
caused her leeth to chatter uncon-
trollably. Cecil with almost nerveless
lingers slipped tho mask over her face,
fearing when sho stepped from tho
carriage she might lie recognized.

"Would anyone ask her to dance,"
Cecil questioned herself. All to be
sure, if Mr. Silas I'cppcrlon were there
he would, for were nol the diamonds
sho wore most inagnilicenl, and her
dress of extreme loveliness as well us
richness, and Mr. 1'cpperlon had a
great pencheant for cosily fabrics. In-
deed, he never could see anything in a
woman lo admire whose clothes were
cheap or fashionable. If Professor
Megs was there and he had the least
suspicion of her presence lie would bo
sure to seek her as a partner. Hut then
lie was such an ahomiuahlcdanccr. al-

ways choosing his partner's feet ralhcr
than the floor lo dance upon. Then
tlioro was Mr. Jack Thurston, who
came to see her cousin Alice oflcncr
than mere friendship would warrant,
much to tho disapproval of ambitious
designing mammas with marriageolo
daughters. Cecil had spoken scarcely
half a dozen words lo him during bis
frequent visits at tho house; if his

with her was so slight
without her mask, he would not
likely recognize her beneath tho dis-
guise.

Tiie carriage stopped suddenly, and
tho door was thrown open. "Now
John don't forget, half past II exactly
and a solemn promisu to secrecy, '
Cecil said as the man passed her
through the great entrance and up tint
crowded stairway lo the dressing-room- .

As Cecil stood for a moment
watching tho brilliant scene before en-
tering the room, she suddenly became
conscious that two men were watch-
ing her. Thoy stood together a little
at her rigid. Sho turned involuntarily
and met the steady gaze of her uncle,
and Jack Thurston, thu hitler still
wearing his overcoat, the collar of
which was turned up about his ears,
for tho night was very cold and ho had
apparently just arrived.

Surprised and a little dismayed at
tho encounter, Cecil quickly sought
another quarter of tho crowded loon:.
Had she been recognized, sho won-
dered. Impossible. Yet as slio turn-
ed to cast a backward glance at her
undo she saw that his eyes were fol-
lowing her, but his companion had
disappeared.

Cecil pressed hurriedly forward to
loso herself in the erowd.but she stum-
bled and fell with somo force against a
Prussian olliecr, who was just entering
ono of tho exits, and who. with that
gallantry in acconlaneo with his call-
ing, assisted her to her feet. Sho apol-
ogized confusedly and hurried away.
and when at n sale distance turned to
look about her. Her Undo Padding-ton- ,

she had effectually escaped, and
tho Prussian officer stood where she
had left him, but ho seemed intent
upon examining something he held in
Ins hand; n bundle, no doubt, lust by
an unfortunate reveller,

By and hv, when Iho niusio of tho
band startled her with a loud, sudden
noiso sho preceived that numerous sets
woro being formed for a quadrille.
She felt a throb of disappointment;
was no ono going to nsk her to dance?
Scarcely had the thought formed it-

self in hor mind than she felt n light
touch upon her arm. It was tho Prus-
sian otlieor, who bowed with oxageru-tio-

yet withal!, a certain grace.
"Will you honor mo by joining in

this quadrille?" ho asked Cecil, who
seemed liko some dainty butterfly lost
in a strange laud, for sho had been
moving restlessly about, undecided
what spot to choose for a resting place,
Sho started nervously; that voico be-

longed unquestionably to Air. Peppor-ton- ,
sho felt certain of it. The habit

ho had of dropping his h's, and his
propensity to hop when ho walked
convinced her of it.

Cecil stepped forward scarcely dar-
ing to allow herself to speak, fearing
a mutual rocognition. Should sho as a
disguise assume a deop masculine tone
of voioo, or one squeaky suggestive of
inanimation liko usniatic Professor
Megs.

'I have danced but little," Cool)
said, "and if an indilfcront partner
will not bo objectionable, I will."

"I am not a proliceiitiu that sort of
thing my8olf so there is little to fear
on either sido," ho said, loading Cecil
out upon the Door.

"I see fonio lino costumes display-
ed Mr. Pepporton said in
ii is fiunilinr, jerky way, which was
habitual, but as Mr. Fopporlon was nn
admirer of attraotivo habiliments
rather than personal beauty or elovor-nos-

Cecil did not wonder at the

"As woll as lino figuios," Cecil re.
spondod choosing tho osmatio tone of
voice, not from choice purhaps, hut
rather from a lack of timo to gather
up hor strength for a dooper tone,
elanoing as she spoke ut the two head
couple who wero eoinz through Mhn
form pf forwarding. The first lady,
irom nor enormous proportions, and
who woro tho coslumo of a fairy queen.
Cooll felt certain was none other than
Mrs. Goldberg, hor Aunt Marin's
espoolal aversion nn account of her
superior wealth. She was suro of It

now ns sho caught the familiar hoarso
wheeze as that lady broke into a sort
of jog-tro- quite as unconscious of

as her opposite gentlo-ma- n

was that both of his feet wero
turned directly inward, as ho wove the
intricate niases of tiio dauce.

Cecil's part nor regarded her curious-
ly through the slits in Ids mask, then
drew himself together as if olfended.
Y'ct she heard him laugh.

She felt her face grow red bonoath
her disguise. She always had tho
faculty of otfemting Mr, Pepporton,
and now she vaguely wondered why
lie did not recognize her; bat be failed
to do so; and when tiie danco came to
an end, and she losl sight of the Prus-
sian olliecr, whom she thought no
doubl had gone in .search of a partner
whose knowledge of gaily-tinte- d fab-
rics was more complete than her own.
She again came upon her Uncle n

sitting among Ihe spectators
with Aunt Maria beside hiiu, who was
fanning her heated face vigorously.
Cecil moved away. How angry she
would lie she thought if she knew that
her young niece whom she had been
wont to regard with cold inditlereneo
was there not fitly rods away from her
anil decked in expensive lace and dia-
monds, and Hint very nicer was haopv,
all, so happy. While she stood think-
ing it all oyer again the band struck
up a waltz. Sho adored waltzing; to
her eager, resiles- - feel Ihe quadrille
seemed slow and dragging.

Was (here no one to ask hor to join
in Ibis dance? How few there would
be beforo the hour arrived for her de-

parture.
"There is but ono dance following

this waltz beforo unmasking," the
Prussian olliecr said, appearing .sud-

denly from the midst of the crowd.
"Do you waltz? If so, can I claim you
for my partner?"

If this was to be the last waltz
the removal of tho masks, it was

certainly her last; and even lo danco
it witli Air. I'epiicrtoii would bo pre-
ferable lo sitting it out. Hut for a mo-

ment Cecil hesitated in uncertainly.
The man beside her suing for Hie

dance she fell was scanning her close-
ly as if endeavoring to penetrate the
opaqueness of her mask. What it she
should bo recognized at the last

sho thought. She drew back.
"Not if you try to discover my ident-
ity," Cecil said, a little coldly'.

Thu Prussian olliecr laughed. "Well,
I promise you thai 1 will cease my

if you will not deny me
this dance ami we will leave the

the mystery to time."
"I foes that always clear up myste-

ries?" Cecil asked," as they whirled oil'.
Timo is never so brief as when some

pleasure, whoso intensity exists in its
novelty, absorbs the mind of the par--

ticipaut, and teciticlta pang ol rc-- !

grct as the sound of tho three strokes
of the quarter to midnight came to
her. She must leave this elysium of
bliss too soon. lii! Cinderella feel
keenly Hie sorrow when sbe lied from
Hie palace at Iho midnight chiming.
Cecil wondered, and sho sighed at tho
briefness of Ihe hour.

"1 have but one nioro favor to ask,"
Cecil's pardncr said, as the music
came to a sudden slop, and tho waltz-er- s

sought their seats or promenaded
down Ihe long nail.

"What is lhat?" sho asked, as thoy
followed the promenaders. Thero was
a ring of merriment m her hitherto
wheezy voice, for sho was so intensely
happy that shu hail lorgotlen Her role.

"That 1 may have iho lirst danco
after tho masks have been removed."

"And that is but one after the next,"
Cecil said, in a tono of regret "I will
not say yes, for a promise never mado
is better than u promise broken. I

may, like Cinderella, be obliged lo fly
from all this when the clock strikes
U', but should wo chance to meet
again. I will givo you the liberty of
exacting it from mo'." She laughed a
little maliciously as sho spoke when
sho thought of Mr. l'epperlon's futile
search for her through the crowd,

As I hey neared one of the doors that
led into Hie wide liall they met many
of t ho dancers witli (heir masks re.

'moved, and Cecil experienced a thrill
of surprise, even agitation, upon eoiu-- I
ing suddenly faco to face witli hor
cousin Alice loaning upon the arm of
Mr. Pepporton, her, Cecil's, much de-

spised admirer. Involuntarily sho
lurneii to look in ner pariucr. "Who
was he? Not Pcppertou, not Profess-o- r

Megs, for he was short of stature,
scarcely reaching her shoulders. Lit- -

lie as ('ecu possessed, sho would have
willingly given all to see tho faco of
her companion who was either sur-
prisingly liko Mr. Pcoperton in both
voico and manner or had studdied ac-

curately his peculiarities.
Five minutes later sho had escaped

to the dressing-room- . She must go.
To remain longer would bo at tho risk
of being recognized. Cecil removod
her mask and wilh trembling lingers
throw the thin, white shawl over hor
head, but as she ilid so she discovered
that ono of Iho blossoms upon the prec-
ious spray was missing. Yet wlioro in
that surging crowd could sho sock it,
and even should sho lind il, it would
bo only to behold it crushed and torn,
mid the diamond gone. Suddenly,
and without warning, Cecil burst into
tears. Her carelessness would bo tho
oniy reward for her Aunt Aphrodite's
goodness; but tho people wero begin-
ning to crowd into the room, and sho
dared not linger lo reflect ovor tho
unhappy termination of Ilia pleasure
which had caused her so much bright
anticipation.

She turnod and ran quickly down
Iho stairs into the dark street, whore
tho light of tho carriage lamps mado
the gioom oven moro apparent. Hut
John, faithful to hispromiso, was there
standing patiently upon tho pavement,
and boating his arms to and fro in the
cold. Hut Cecil was in the carriage
almost boforo ho had beebmo aware of
hor movements, dreaming over the
realization of that hap-- I

piucss.nnd weeping over tiie loss of tho
flower, at the same timo wondering
about tho littlePriissian ollicor, n little
uneasily, perhaps, who had so persist-
ently followed her during the ovening.

"I roally had a lorriblo droani last
' night, Cecil," said Auut Aphrodite up-- I

on Ihe following morning ns sue on-- I
torod the dining-roo- whero Cecil
was partaking of a rather late break-
fast. "I dreamed you lost thoso How-- 1

ers while walking down a long, dark
road. I thought you woro them in
your hair for you were going to bo
marricit. isut, doar mo, who on carta
aro tho girls bringing in hore?" she
said, pausing abruptly iu her narrative
to liston to tho voices which seemed to
be drawing near the room whoro Ceoil
and horsolf snt.

Cooil had not broken the tho
loss of tho precious flower, she was
putting it off hour by hour, yet sho did'
not know for what reason, save that
sho was too cowardly to toll. Sud-

denly, and without warning, tho door
oponcd and Alico, accompanied by
Jack Thurston, walked In.

"It Is quito absurd Aunt Aphrodite,"
Alico said, "Mr. Tliurstou found a

curious flower last night upon the ball
room floor, and be insists upon

himself in love witli he wearer,
and has avowed bis intention of marry-
ing that person who can produce an-

other flower like it. lie was bent upon
seeing Cecil, just as if lhat child held
anything of the kind iu her possession.
Now, Ceil," she said, turning to her
cousin, who bad become a trillo pale
as sho rose from hoi chair, "produce
its counterpart," waving tier band as
she spoke toward Jael' Tliurstou who
held no a white blossom.

Cecil quite rcgardles of Ihe eyes bent
upon her, pill out her hand wilh a cry
of pleasure, and took the (lower from
tiie apparently astonished Jack. There
was an eagerness iu iier manner that
surprised those present.

"Il is the same. Hie very hleiitic.il
one." she cried in an excited voice.
"Oh! Aunt Aphrodite, thought that
I had lost it, and was afraid to t, II

you," and tears stood iu Cecil's bright
eyes.

"Oil, dear, dear." said Aunt Aphro-
dite, "to think thai anything should
have happened to those flowers, and
iu) dream is out too; but what a won-

derful piece of good fortune it was
that it remained intact, in that great
crash." A look of anger flashed from
Alice's eyes." "How iu ihe world did
you chance to be the possessor
of Ihe flower Jack?" she with
an elfort b ntrol her chagrin.

Jack laughed. "I always did Ha-

lter myself lhat 1 was a lucky dog, but
this exceeds all of my good fortune,"
he said turning his gaze upon Cecil.
"I was dispatched by your lather as a

special guard over your cousin during
Iho evening, lo see that si ame to
no harm. I saw the blossom fall from
her hair, and naturally picked it up.
Thill, Miss Alice, is the manner iu
which it came into my possession."

"Wereyoutho Prussian olliecr, who
danced with me all Ihe evening and
who 1 thought was the clever Mr.

Cecil asked timidly, then
lurncd lo Aunt Aphrodite with an

look. Aunt Aphrodite under
stood Ibn irlanee, and aeknowledged,
laughingly, that after her departure
for tiie bal! she had sent a note to her
uncle appraising him of the fact of
Cecil's presence, describing her

and begging him lo look after
his niece, but not to tell her Aunt
Maria.

Of course ;i few month, biter there
was a quiet wedding nt the house of
Judge Paddington, and Cecil. Ihe
bride, wore llicsauie white blossom in
her hair dial bad caused hr so much
happiness and grief upon Ihe night u(
tho charily ball. ( 7i ei.o .n..r.

Origin of Arbor Day.
N. II. Egglcston. of ihe forestry

bureau of the department of agricul-
ture, answers the question which lias
recently been raised iu many papers
"Who invented Arbor day?" Speaking
of the origin of the custom, he said:
"For tho suggestion of an annual

day we are indebted to
J. Sterling Morton, of Nebraska.

Feeling, as the early settlers iu tho
prairie states could 'not hut feci, the
lack of trees for fuel, lumber, and
shade, as well as lo protect them from
the blizzards ol winter and the scarcely
less uncomfortable hot winds of slim-
mer, they were almost compelled, as
one of their lirst neccssitic::, lo plant
trees lo some extent. Hut this was
done iu an unmethodical manner, und
was limited for Hie most part to the
planting of a class of Ii s like I In-

Cottonwood, of comparatively little
value, (iov. Morton saw thai this un-

systematic manner of planting would
never meet tho needs of the rapidly
increasing population, and tho great
objects to be secured by a proper sup-
ply of trees throughout the state. Ac-

cordingly, ho suggested that a particu-
lar day should lie lixed upon iu each
year to bo observed as
day, tho object being lo tix attention
upon Hie subject, lo engage the people
generally iu tho work, and lo stimulate
them by the knowledge that Ihoy were
engaged in a common and widespread
undertaking, and to givo them an init-

ial point from which I hoy might carry
forward Iho work as extensively as
they might be inclined to do. Il was
not designed to limit the work to a
single day in each year. It was further
to be stimulated also by the ottering of
premiums by tho state, by lownsor by
agricultural or oilier societies, for Hie
largest number of trees planted. Thu
suggestion of (iov. Morton was well
received. Tho State Agricltural soeietv
designated tho .'oth day of April. !K7g',

to bo observed as "Arbor day." ami
so generally was it observed that it is
claimed that twelve milliou trees were
planted on that particular day. Since
then it lias boon regarded with increas-
ing interest. Tho governor of the
state for tho timo being lias, year by
year, made public proclamation of a
day for and called upon
the peopie for its hearty observance,
and it is estimated that ibere are now
in Nebraska more than '.'oiMioO acres
of cultivated woodland. The example
of Nebraska has been followed hv
Kansas, Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, and
several other states, embracing some
that were oneo well wooded, but
whoso forests have been to a great ex-

tent recklessly cut down and con-

sumed. At tho meeting of the Amer-
ican forestry congress, in ins;), a
resolution yvas adopted recommending
the appointment of Arbor day in nil
our states and in tho provinces ami
Dominion of Canada, nml a committee
was nppoiuted for the purpose of
bringing the subject to their attention.
This action has secured tho further
adoption of Arbor day, and there is
reason to beliovo that in a few years
its observance will bo established
throughout tho country."

The Thanks of Congress.
Since the (iovot anient has been or-

ganized tlioro have boon only thirty-fou- r

people named in resolutions ot
thanks by Congress. With threo ex-

ceptions this honor has only boon
paid to ollicors for great gallantry in
notion during the war. The threo ex
ceptions woro thoso of Capt. Ingrahaiu,
Capt. Ringgold and Capt. Diihlgron.
In the first caso, Capt. Ingraham clear-
ed IiIj ship for action nml rescued at
tho cannon's mouth nn American cit-

izen by tho name of Martin lioszin
from illegal seizure and imprisonment
on board tho Austrain war brig Hussar;
Capt. Kinggold was honored for his
daring and skill In rescueing tho crow
of the steam transport Governor,
wracked in a gala on tho 1st of

1861, having on board a bat-
talion of United Stales marines, and
also for the search and rescue of the
battlo-shl- p Vermont, which was dis-

abled in a gale on tho 29th of Feb-
ruary, 1864. The third, Capt. Duhl-gren,-

was thanked for his improve-
ments in gunnery. This honor gives
the reciplont tho right of admission to
the floors of Congress at any and all
times. St. Lotti 0

The Music ball and the St. Louis church II
Buffalo, which vera destroyJ by firn a fsi
dujs ago, aro to be rebuilt,

ritoinnnioN in husk.

After Years ef Icr.d Prescription, the Sale of
stimulant! Him Not llleil out A Hitter

Flrrlit In rrotrrcss.
Docs prohibition prohibit? This is a

question that has been mooted ever
since the prohibitory liquor law was
lirst put on Hie statute-boo- k years ago.
lien. Neal Dow and his in
the Held of teuiperaiieo reform take
I lie ground lhat prohibition has proved
a great success. The old while-haire-

father of the Maine law, who is now
hi years of age, and who, despite his
years, is as active and zealous in his
war on thu grog-shop- s as ever, will
tell you that prohibition has crushed
oul every distillery anil brewery iu
Maine, and such is the truth. Ho will
tell you thai under the operations of
the iaw liquor-sellin- lias been nearly
suppressed in the rural towns, which
embrace nearly of the
state, and he will point with pride to
Hie evidences of thrifl and prosperity
as compar"i with the condition of
tilings in Hie old rum times, when that
beverage flowed as freely as water,
and. as the result, poverty and degra-
dation were lo be seen on every hand.
There are many grains of truth iu this,
and yet, ut the same lime, liquor. sell-

ing lias not boon abolished lit the coun-
try (owns. The tratic has only been
circumscribed and driven into narrow-
er limits. Any respectable looking
person, oven though be tie a stranger,
can lind no difficulty in buying all the
liquor he wants of Hie village apothe-
cary, he fail to get it at tho
country inn. The druggists, in fact,
carry on the liquor business iu Maine,
llegistereil druggists keep liquor on
bund for the compounding ami manu-
facturing of medicine, but nro not al-

lowed by law to sell liquors of any
kind unless compounded and manu-
factured iu good faith.

'I he great weapon of the law is the
search ami seizure clause, which re-

quires proof of Iwo elements tirst, of
the keeping, and .second, of an intent
to sell liquor in violation of tho law.
With (lie ordinary ruiiiscller the mere
fact of finding liquor in his shop is

usually enough to convict, becauso it
is not kept tlioro for any legitimate
purpo-c- . With druggists, however,
there must be proof of sale. As a re-

sult they have a constitutional right to
sell liquor, and, as it is now heading,
they are fast obtaining a monopoly of
Ihe rum trade in Maine, on account of
the inherent defect in Hie constitution
which no law can get around. Hut it
is ill the cities an large towns whero
liquor is principally sold, and where
He evils of Ihe traffic are more plainly
seen. There is no doubt but what pro-
hibition has accomplished a great deal
ot good in the way ot suppressing
(lie rum traffic, and it is equally true
dial Hie men, women, and children of

arc more abstemious iluiu were
Iheir' fathers ami grandfathers. Still
the rum traffic nourishes; ollicers are
tint lithl'ul in enforcing Hie laws, ami
when they are executed the chances
are that from some defect or loophole
iu tiie law the r escapes. The
situation y does not show lhat
Maine is the prohibitory slate that sho
is represented to be. It was only a
few days ago that (Ion. Dow was
forced lo admit tiiat "it is not g

the matter lo say that in
Maine y (he liquor Irallie: is

upon the people far more mis-
chief, wretchedness, and ruin than
Ihoy sutler from all the robberies and
burglaries, frauds of whatever kind,
from incendiarisms, con llagrat ions,
and murder."

For the past six mouths Ihe city of
Haugor has practically enjoyed freo
rum. There are over one hundred
places there whero liquor is sold and
no attempt has been mado lo enforce
the law. The law is a nullity. In
Lcwistown. Hath, Augusta, and other
cities no difficulty is experienced if
one wants to wet Ins whistle. In tin;
city of Purl land, under lien. How's
own eves, thu liquor t rathe nourishes,
and vol at the same time in no other
oily has the law, lor tho past ton years,
been inure faithfully enforced. To
illustrate how hard it is to break up
the business in roriiami, Iho prolnbi
lioni-tsfo- r livo years pursued a rum- -

seller in that city, they mado him
pay lilies more than forty times, und
then got him in jail. Hut this did not
break up his business, for his brother
took charge of it. then Iho prolnbi
tiomsts went for him. and when, after
a protracted siege, bo was forced lo
retire, his brother-in-la- look bis
place, and carries on the business to-

day.
Since the first week in January tho

prohibitionists have renewed the war
on Portland grogshops, and the cam-
paign is to extend throughout the
state, under the auspices of tho Law
and Order league. Kev. Mr. Miinson,
the agent of tho league, is now enforc-
ing the law with nioro vigor than was
over known before. Already ho has
sworn oul more than six hundred

at an expense of over $2,500 to
tho taxpayers ot Cumberland county,
ami In return, tho amount of lines paid
into tho city treasury will not oxcood
i?'00. Last year there wore nearly ono
thousand prosecutions of liquor deal-
ers iu tho stale, and, whilo thero were
numerous convictions, the number of
grogshops was not diminished. Dur-
ing' tho last fourteen yours somo
twuiily-thrc- thousand porsnns have
boon arrested in this city for drunken-
ness, and yet ono would be puzzled to
lind olio riimscller the loss. Gen. Dow
himself says there are as many rum-sho-

as over. Mr. Miinson will lind
it exceedingly difficult to exterminate
the last vestigo of tho liquor traffic,
ns ho has announced he will do.
This onward movement thus far
lias not panned out yvoll. Tho
liquor dealers understand their
business so well that they nro not eas-
ily scooped. Thoy may bo put to
trouble or oxponsc, but somehow thoy
always manago to hold tho fort. Men
whose breath is redolent of cnrdiimon
socd or snake root, rarely if ovor given
in Iheir evidenco against tho parties of
whom thoy obtained their snifters.
Municipal officers aro loath to have the
law enforced, nud ovon tho irovornor
is not disposed lo appoint spocial con-
stables for tho enforcement of tho liq-

uor law. Tho frionds of tho Law and
Order league canio boforo tho leglsin-tur- o

this winter, and it was only by
tho casting voto of the president of the
sonnto that thoy succeeded in get-
ting tho prohibitory legislation asked
for. (ion. Dow was not pleased with
the measures that wore passed. There
wore not toeth enough in them to suit
him, and yet thoy increase the penal-
ties for liquor-sellin- making it im-

prisonment as woll as a line for tho
lirst olfenso. Then if a man who is
drunk Is arrested and given a torm of
imprisonment ho can bo roloasod if ho
will only discioso whoro he got
his liquof. Tho "dump," or "hopper,"
or nny contrivanco which the rum-soll-

uses to destroy his liquors isovl-done- e

of Illicit sales and can be used
against him. Even the watchmen who
land at tho door tq givo warning at

tho approach of ollicers can be ar-

rested as juirt tiers in tho crime of
Drumming for liquors is pro-

hibited, and so is the advertising of
liquors in Hie newspapers. Still lion.
Dow is not satislied witli this legisla-
tion, and as one of the results he has
cut himself adrift from the republican
party, through whose agency alone
prohibition lias become the fixed policy
of tho state.

(icu. Dow and Mr. Miinson are
to make hot work of it in

their present crusade, of crushing out
tiio traffic before the national encamp-
ment of the Crand Army of the

takes place here next June,
which it is estimated will bring here
tifty thousand people from all over
the" country. The Law ami Order
league in waging tiieir battle are us-

ing all Ihe weapons of procedure they
can to annihilate rumselling. .Mr.

Miinson is willing lo sacrilico his life
ill (lie conflict. He was characterized
a few days ago in the coiirL-rooi- as an
"ecclesiastical crank," but, whether
be is or not it is evident that he is go-
ing to light thu battle to the bitter cud
and let the taxpayers pay the bills.

Last September the people of Maine,
without regard to party, settled the
question of constitutional prohibition,
mil tins does nol signify mat proliilji
Hon is a success. Ou the contrary
ttie liquor prosecutions of the past, as
well as those now instigated by tho
Law and Order league, aro iiiclfcctunl
iu stopping lite irallie and In making
samis ol our people. 11 certainly
looks as if prohibition does not and
will not prohibit in Maine. - I'urllntnl
Cor. New York lkmltl.

Cash for Old Letters.
"How do these people who pretend

lo give advice and send medicines for
nothing make il pay?

"Strange as it may seem," repli
a physician, "the part of the business
which these quacks advertise to do
for the good of 'iiituanily pays them
nothing at all. Thev are liko Iho
Irishman who sold eggs at a loss, llo
said it was the quantity that paid him.
The same wav with these people. It's
the quantity that pays them. It isn't
tho amount of medicine thev scud out,
cither, but merely Ihe number of let
ters received, thai makes Hint kind of
business prolitahle. How? Listen, and

n leu you, lake one case, it is
typical of thousands. A person writes
to one of theso tirms whose advertise- -

mciifs appear in every country paper
in tiio union, no may have liver com-
plaint, or kidney trouble. Perhaps ho
is dyspeptic, or sutl'cring from some
other kind of disease, lie resolves to
write to one of the "philanthropists,"
and that's precisely what they want.
Thoy are not after your custom, but
they do want your letter, for thai is
the only article in Ihe
whole transaction.

"There are houses in New York,"
lie continued, "where they make it a
business to simply trade "in these

Many a man. after having writ-Ic-

for medicines troin a certain house
and received a little box ot worthless
ground herbs' valued nt about half a
cent, lias been surprised a short time
after to receive circulars and letters
from all sorts of people about every-
thing conceivable that can be pur-
chased with inonev. He wonders how
people down cast have learned bis ad-

dress. It was thai fatal letter he
wrote to the medicine house. As soon
as that especial linn had done with the
young man his and thousands of other
letters were sold for a good round sum,
The price varies according lo Hie sup-pl- y

and demand. I have known a
bundle of letters numbering a Hum-san- d

lo have been sold for .;00. A
few years ago there was a linn for Iho
euro of everything thai flesh is heir to
doing business in Detroit. To tho
credit of Hie people here ami in Hie

state it became bankrupt. A receiver
was appointed, and, upon an order
from one of the judges, ho disposed of
about three thousand letters, receiving
therefore nearly

"You see now why it is to the inter-
est of such men to advertise so liberal-
ly in small papers and invito corres-
pondence. All these pooplo lay par-
ticular stress on the idea that it is not
necessary for the patient to mako
visits. Years of practice iu certain
brandies of medicine, thev claim, en
ables them lo properly diagnose a caso
from tho letter written. A diagnosis
is very easy when the same remedy is
applied lo everything. ine writer
gets a box of herbs, or a little bottle,
or a box of pills, and the sharp gels
the letter, which is of nioro value to
him than tho worthless stall' he sends
lis writer. Nor aro thoso letters des
troyed when oneo sold, they aro
passed on and nn, sold and resold, till
tho victim absolutely refusos any
more circulars or removes to somo oth
er city. His name is then stricken olt
tho list of "greeneys," and ho obtains
peaco oneo more. Detroit Sews.

A New Postal Card.
Largo numbers of people stiller from

an almost unconquerable rcpugnnr.co
to letter writing, and for Iheir benetit
a country publisher iu England has
prepared a special post card which,
lie thinks, will overcome the difficulty
to somo extent. Tho back of tho card
is divided lengthwise into ten uucnual
spaces, and the energies of Hie reluc
tant serine are spurred by tho follow
ing suggestive headings, ono of which
is conspieoiisly printed to tho loft of
each of tho divisions: I. Date. '2.

Exeuso for not having written sooner.
8. State of hoalth-(- a) of self, (b) of
family. 4. ine writers recent ex-

periences. 6. Nows. 6. Family gos
sip. 7. Questions to bo answered in
your next. 8. Love to . 9. Love
from . 10. Signature.

Europeans Iu China,
An Englishman residing at Pokln

writes to tho London Times that the
position of Europeans in China is not
materially altered by the war with
Franco, becauso tho people are ignor-
ant of tho affairs of Stato and have no
intorost whntover in mnttors which
concern their country. Wilh tho ex-

ception of the absence of the F'ronch
Legation, European socioty in China
presents the usual features. Skating
has been tho chiof amusement of the
wintor and receptions and balls have
boon common. Ignorance of tho state
of the war is tho only voxntion to
Europeans, who aro more concerned
than the natives scorn to bo.

A Hatter of Honey.

"Mv dauehtor will receive live
thousand dollars on the day she mar-
ries you," said an Austin father to a
suitor for his daughter's hand, "sho
will rocoivo live hundred dollars and
tho rest from time to time as mv oir- -

cunistnnces justify IU"
"That s all right, my dear sir," re

plied tho incrconary youth, "but
hadn't we better wnit with the marry
ing until wo get everything togetfr
or. Ttxtli btltHiqs,

FACT AND FANCY.

There aro 2.682 licenses to sell in-

toxicating drinks in force in Brooklyn.
The "oldest inhabitant" says this is

the earliest season ever known In Cali-
fornia.

Ten million base-ball- s will bo knock-
ed to sli reds by the batsmen of America
this year.

It is stated that the woight of one
ostrich egg is equal to twenty-eigh- t
lien's eggs.

The Mormon church has more mis-

sionaries than the American board ot
foreign missions.

The. (korgia Gillette, the oldost news-
paper in Iho state, was founded in
Savannah in 1763.

Swans have been known to livo to the
ago of ,'IO;i years, andCuvier thinks it
probable that whales sometimes live
1, 'Ml years.

Much of the fun In (lilbcrt & Sulli-
van's new comic opera is enhanced by
alliteration, ii device of the composor
to enhance effect.

A monthly allowance n( $1.60 for
Ihe support of n cat was a recent
item on the pay-rol- l of tho Lexington,
Ky., tiro department.

Frank Franco, of Wicklifl'o, Ky., as
a possible warning to spring poets,
advertises himself in his own paper as
"editor and undertaker."

Probably the oldest deed on record
in North Carolina is that at Hortford,
given by Kiieatenaw, an Indian king,
totieorgo Diirnnl, dated March 1, 1661.

A lialeigb, N. C, sportsman re-
cently went out with lift cartridges
and "returned witli 111 robins nnd
one rabbit, having missed only three
shots.

A late device for checking tho
of street-ca- r conductors is a

photograph apparatus that at intervals
photographs Iho interior of the car and
its passengers.

A sarcastic clergyman in a ministers'
meeting predicted that a timo was com-
ing when everybody who took active
part in a prayer-meetin- g could de-

mand pay for his services.
Hop vines usually a waste product

iu this country, are said lohave proved
nol only good stock for lino paper,
but the best substitute yet obtained for
rags iu French paper-mill-

A scientist claims ti havo made tho
discovery lhat if a liddle bo played in
the midst of geese they will immedi-
ately begin inarching about in a circle.
He yvas a spectator when be mado the
discovery.

The ruins of Fort Sumter aro now
but one story high, and there are but
half a dozen guns, not ono of which is
lit for use. Tho government pays 1200
ner mouth for watchmen, who koep
lights burning for tho guidance of
mariners.

The Massachusetts legislature will
o asked to pass a law protoctinir tho

types and forms of newspapers from
attachment ior a curtain number of
hours before going to press, providing
that Hie proprietors furnish other
property or satisfactory bonds.

t Fanriiibcrg, N. C, a hoz ato
heavily of dynamite, and then entered
a lot where there was a drove of mules.
The hog whs kicked by one of tholr
number, and immediately exploded
and killed twenty of the mules. This

inched for by Hie local paper of
the place.

Someone counts up lhat out of 82
foreign ministers President Clcvoland

is only changed 1:1; out of 11)2 con
suls but seven have been recalled:
among l.'ti marshals and district at
torneys only a changes
have been made; and of tho 2,1)50

presidential poslolllees ho has filled
lint 5S.

According to 7Vic I'liiliuleluhia Press
there is about JM.OOO.OOO invested in
wild animals in tho United States, not
including elephants. There aro thirty
elephants in this country, ranging in
price from if.'l.OOO to i2(0HK). An

(rained and acclimated is worth
$'.'0,1)00, lint thnslnpidanduntractable
never bring over .OOO.

Fire-tra- hotels are discussed In
77ic American Architect, which suggests
that "It might not bo a wholly bad
plan to authorize building inspectors
to advertise such places in tho daily
papers continuously as notoriously un-
safe. Almost anything would bo bet
ter than the cruel destruction of life
and property that goes on year nftor
your almost unchecked."

Tho fact that Curly lo did not cscapo
dyspepsia by eating oatmeal has at-
tracted general attention to that ar-
ticle ol food. A Froncli physician has
pointed out that tho Scotch, who eat
moro oatmeal than any other people,
nro a dpspoptio poople
so long ns thev remain at home and
adhere to their oatmeal diet, and he
rightly argues from this fact that
oatmeal is exceptionally difficult to
digest.

Tho California orango-grower- s have
discovered a new process for removing
all substances that injure the appear-
ance of their fruit. Thoy put a half
bushel or so of dry sawdust in a barrel
and thou pour in two or three boxos of
oranges, nnd turn slowly withacrank.
The fruit comes out as clean and
bright as a gold dollar. Ono man can
cloan about eighty boxos a day,
whilo washing ton boxes is a good
day's work.,

Tho old story about the sizo of a
whalo's hoart is being revived. A
dissector was engaged in getting out
the hoart of a very largo wnale.
While doing so his tool slipped and he
foil into ono of the ventnoles of the.,
heart. Thence he was sliding into the
aorta, and, it he had not been pulled
out, would assuredly have been suffo-

cated. After his rosoue ho cut some
rings from the aorta and found that he
could oasily slip thorn ovor his
shoulders.

The spirit of tho world just now
seems to bo pretty generally beligoront
"knock-down- s' ' in the legislative halls,
quarrels among statosmen, cabinets '

broken up, cities burning in the trop-
ics, and rcbollion among the

In tho fnr north, while red
handed war rages In the Soudan and
in tho Chinoso kingdom. The great
nations of tho earth generally seem to
bo walking around with chips on their
shoulders daring somo othor to knock
them off. The oondition soems to be
endemic, epidomlo, and oontagious.

Mayor Courtenav, of Charleston.
has presonted to the Georla Historical
socioty. In Savannah, a handsomely
framed lithograph copy of the great
seal of the "lords proprietors of the
provinoe of Carolina," displaying the '

s of the proprietors nnd a
of tho wax impress of the

seal now in the publio record office In
London, obtained through the kind-
ness of W. Noel Sonsborg. The like--
noss has also affixed of the
autographs of the lords proprietors.

Los Angeles. Cal., finds a market
for oranges In Now Orleans. This Is
sending "coaIs to Newcastle."


